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type of the successful scoundrel,' says Pere Wieger,l who has
given a long and studious life to China and the Church, and
writes caustically of much which China admires. There is
indeed much to criticize in the post-Han rulers. The suffer-
ings of the people during two centuries were indescribable.
Famine and war reduced the population in the first half
of the third century, and in the fourth Turks ravaged and
plundered the Han capital Loyang, as well as Ch'ang-an,
that of the earlier dynasty. It is in tragic contrast with the
great empire of the first century of the era, which extended
east to Korea, south to Cambodia, west to Tibet, and
north to Inner Mongolia. So the Dark Ages come down
on China, leaving her old civilization shattered but not
ruined—still capable of a glorious renaissance. For in
these dark centuries the spiritual forces qf Buddhism were
at work with those of Taoism and Confucianism to produce
another great awakening. The first five centuries of the
Christian era are for China a period of travail. Many
great Buddhist scholars were at work translating the
scriptures, Fa Hian was bringing back inspiration from
Guptan India: Bodhidharma the quietist and Chi-i the
systematizer were at work in monastery retreats to give to
China a spiritual and philosophic basis for her national life.
Nor must we forget Confucian scholars like K'ung Jung,
put to death by Ts'ao Ts'ao, but not before he had written
some fine poetry. A descendant of K'ung Fu-tse in the
twentieth generation, he reminds us that the great tradi-
tion of the Sage lived on unbroken.2 Tscao Ts'ao himself
was an accomplished scholar and poet, of whom a rousing
drinking-song has come down to us.
The Seven Sages of the Bamboo Grove were a third-
century group of poets and musicians who make it notable,
and the tale of China's literary men is a long one even in
this age, so unfavourable to the arts of peace.
Pagodas and temples also continued to rise, and massive
images of Amitabha Buddha and Kwan-yin were sculp-
tured in stone or cast in bronze. We read of one image
* CMna throughout the Ages, E. T., p. 410.      2 See Illustrative Reading II (</)•

